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The highlight of WWF-Philippines’ milestones from July 2016 to June 2017 is the declaration of 
the 1 million hectares of Marine Protected Area (MPA) by the municipality of Cagayancillo in 
September 2016, which brought the total area of MPAs that WWF-Philippines works in across the 
country to more than 1.4 million hectares.

Aside from the MPAs under the Food program, WWF-Philippines is working in 3 fishery and 
agriculture sites to implement sustainable practices, which includes 2 tuna Fishery Improvement 
Project (FIP) sites that have undergone a pre-assessment for Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
certification. Through the tuna FIP, 6,000 tuna fishermen are benefitting from increased            
participation in fishery governance and government assistance. WWF-Philippines has also 
collaborated with 183 sugarcane farmer beneficiaries of agrarian reform to improve their        
production, increase their food security, and assess watershed capacity to support the landscape 
in the long term.
 
For the “Forest for Water” approach under the Water program, WWF-Philippines has committed to 
rehabilitate 1,000 hectares out of the total 7,000 hectares of the Ipo Watershed that supplies 
98% of the water of the 12.8 million residents of Metro Manila.
 
Under Climate Change, 2,149 megawatts of renewable energy were installed through policy and 
advocacy work. Geothermal energy has remained the same at 1,906 megawatts. Under Climate 
Change Adaptation, WWF-Philippines worked with farming communities in Isabela and Negros 
Occidental to increase their resilience to climate impacts and improve their productivity. This 
year’s beneficiary of the Earth Hour Village is Barangay Guinhadap, Monreal, Masbate.
 
Under the Wildlife program, the first decrease in the population of the tamaraw (Bubalus              
mindorensis) was recorded since WWF-Philippines engaged in the government’s annual count in 
2012. On the positive side, 23 new whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) were photo identified in 
Donsol, Sorsogon in 2017, bringing the total to 491 whale sharks.  Related achievements are the 
municipal tourism and river management plans. Furthermore, WWF-Philippines updated the 
fishery profile in Malampaya Sound, the habitat of the Irawaddy dolphins (Orcaella brevirostris).
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This year’s annual report highlights the value of partnerships. 
From our humble beginnings 21 years ago, we have seen the 
organization grow its work through collaboration and collective 
action. At the core of our conservation work are communities 
dependent on the environment. The realization of setting a 
common goal of transforming lives has mobilized partners across 
sectors to support and implement initiatives with lasting impacts 
as we forge ahead with our core programs on Food, Water, Climate 
& Energy and Wildlife. Though the issues confronting us are 
getting complex, the support we have received over the past two 
decades is an indication that through partnerships, we can 
achieve a Philippines where ‘people live in harmony with nature.’

Together Possible!

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

President and CEO, WWF-Philippines

© SALVADOR V. LAO / WWF



TOTAL 1,411,494 ha
of Marine Protected Areas with
improved management

Marine Protected Areas
FOOD

Aborlan

Tubbataha Reefs

Cagayancillo

Malampaya Sound

96,936 ha

34,748 ha
Apo Reef

1,013,340 ha
81,374 ha

64,404 ha

111,000 ha

Lagonoy Gulf
1,703 ha

Donsol
312 ha

Davao Gulf
7,677 ha

WWF-Philippines is now working in more than 1.4 million 
hectares of Marine Protected Areas (MPA) in Palawan, Bicol, 
Mindoro, and Davao Gulf, including the Philippines’ two 
great reefs, Tubbataha and Apo. One million hectares of 
MPA was declared by the municipality of Cagayancillo in 
September 2016.  Adjoining Tubbataha, this area is also a 
source of larvae that sustains the fisheries of Palawan.

WWF-Philippines is working with the municipal governments 
of Araceli, Dumaran, El Nido, Linapacan, Roxas and Taytay 
to protect spawning aggregation sites and nursery grounds 
through a network of MPAs in northeast Palawan.  It also 
signed an agreement with the Davao Integrated              
Development Program (DIDP) to establish a network of 
MPAs in Davao Gulf.

© SALVADOR V. LAO / WWF
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Sustainable Fisheries
FOOD
Building on the past year’s accomplishment of organizing 
the Tuna Fishers’ Associations and Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources Management Councils, the fisherfolk’s groups in 
Lagonoy and Mindoro now enjoy representation in               
management bodies and councils of their local                  
governments.  WWF-Philippines also played a key role in 
drafting the national and local tuna management plans that 
would maintain catch volumes to within sustainable levels.  
This is the last indicator that should be met prior to a full 
assessment for Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)             
certification.
   
WWF-Philippines lobbied successfully for the amendment of 
the open and closed fishing season to match the mating 
season of the suno (Plectropomus leopardus), currently the 
most targeted species of the Live Reef Food Fish Trade 
(LRFFT) in Palawan.

TOTAL 3 Capture Fishery Sites

Mindoro
Occidental
-Tuna
-3,253 Fisherfolk

Lagonoy Gulf
Tuna
2,756 Fisherfolk

Donsol
3,000 Fisherfolk

Davao Gulf &
Gov Gen
19,066
Fisherfolk

Palawan
12,175 Fisherfolk

TOTAL 40,250 Fisherfolk
benefitting from improved fisheries management

© NICOLAS CEGALERBA, JOANNA SZWEMBERG / WWF
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Watershed Management
WATER
WWF-Philippines works with stakeholders for proper 
watershed management.  Millions of people depend on 
these watersheds as their primary source of water for 
domestic and agricultural use.

The Ipo Watershed, which is the source of water for 98% of 
Metro Manila and its neighboring provinces, tops the list of 
WWF-Philippines’ watershed initiatives. Reforestation plays 
a key part in rehabilitating this watershed, where tree 
planting has become a popular activity among volunteers. 
The challenge, however, is in ensuring that the thousands of 
seedlings planted reach maturity.  Initial efforts in Sta. Rosa, 
Laguna have also expanded into management of the 
Teresa- Morong Watershed.

TOTAL 3 Watershed Projects

Bulacan
Ipo Watershed

Teresa
Teresa
Watershed

Santa Rosa
Santa Rosa
Watershed

© GREGG YAN / WWF
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Renewable Energy
CLIMATE CHANGE
WWF-Philippines advocates renewable energy (RE) by 
collaborating with the government, energy partners, power 
producers, and communities toward full implementation of 
policies to maximize the use of RE resources in the country. 
It supported initiatives that contributed 2,149 megawatts 
(MW) of new renewable energy and 1,917 MW of             
geothermal energy to the country’s power mix in Rizal, 
Laguna, Camarines Sur, Aklan, Guimaras and Misamis 
Oriental. WWF-Philippines also contributed to the finalization 
of the Mindoro Island Power Development Plan. 

Ten cities—Batangas, Catbalogan, Makati, Naga, 
Parañaque, Pasig, San Carlos, Tagum, and Zamboanga-
joined the One Planet City Challenge, a biennial global event 
that recognizes cities for developing infrastructure, housing, 
transport and mobility solutions for low-carbon, climate 
resilient future.

Camarines Sur

Nabas
Wind Farm
(50mw)

San Lorenzo
Wind Farm
(54mw) Kirahon

Pililla
Wind Farm
(54mw)

Solar Power
(900kWp, 1,680 Wp)

© GREGG YAN / WWF

TOTAL 158mw, 13,491kWp
generated from project sites
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Total Load Drop
165 MW
Total LGUs

Participated
742 LGUs



Adaptation
CLIMATE CHANGE
WWF-Philippines is concluding its 5-year project in Abuan, 
Isabela that enhanced the resiliency of 8 barangays to 
flooding, proven by zero-casualty reports during strong 
typhoons.  1,200 farmers enrolled in text-based weather 
information system to guide their planting schedules.  

WWF-Philippines started working in La Carlota, Pontevedra, 
San Enrique, and Villadolid in Negros Occidental. A demo 
farm in Pontevedra showed potential to increase sugarcane 
productivity by 70% while allowing farmers to intercrop for 
better food security. 

The Earth Hour Village of Barangay Guindahap, Monreal, 
Masbate benefited 9 sitios through adaptive technologies on 
container farming, rainwater harvesting, and solar lighting. 
Solar powered pumps and lamps were also provided to 
off-grid and vulnerable communities in various parts of the 
country. 

Earth Hour
Village

Angeles
All Weather Urban
Corridors

Negros
Occidental
Aral-al, Najalin,
and Marayo
Watersheds

Mindoro
Island Province
Power Development
Planning

Camarines Sur
San Juan lighting
of fish ports

Monreal

Ilagan
Abuan
Watershed

CLIMATE CHANGE

TOTAL 3,400 Farmers
benefitting from projects

© MARVIN MALANA / WWF
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TOTAL 3 Iconic Species

Conservation Programs
WILDLIFE
23 new whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) were photo 
identified in Donsol, Sorsogon in 2017, bringing the total to 
491 which is 44% of all whale sharks photo identified in the 
country.  WWF-Philippines assisted the municipal                  
government in developing its tourism and river                   
management plans, which aim to expand tourism to include 
river based activities like kayaking and hiking to the 
waterfalls, and engage neighboring municipalities that 
share its watersheds in river management.
  
WWF-Philippines participated in the government-led annual 
tamaraw count. The population was estimated at 314 in 
2010, increased steadily to 413 individuals in 2016, but 
dipped to 401 in 2017. 
 
WWF-Philippines updated the fishery profile in Malampaya 
Sound, the habitat of the Irawaddy dolphins (Orcaella 
brevirostris).

Mindoro Occidental
Tamaraw

Malampaya Sound

Donsol
Whale Sharks

Irrawaddy Dolphin

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM © NICOLAS CEGALERBA, JOANNA SZWEMBERG / WWF, GREGG YAN / WWF, MAVIC MATILLANO / WWF
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
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PHOTO FROM TOP TO BOTTOM © WWF-PHILIPPINES, KIM MARCELO / WWF

WWF-Philippines' environmental education team raises 
awareness among students, educators and the general 
public through interactive learning sessions. Topics include 
biodiversity, climate change, food, well-being, waste 
management, water conservation and renewable energy.  
With increased knowledge and understanding, communities 
are better able to plan and take environmental actions.

760,690 Reached

Bulacan
Norzagaray

Cavite
Batangas
Calatagan

Pampanga
Floridablanca

Zambales
Olongapo,
Dinalupihan

Benguet
Tuba,
Ambuklao

Aurora
San Isidro

Metro Manila
Taguig, Muntinlupa,
Pasig, Quezon

Laguna
Cabuyao

through Environmental Education Since 1999



NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL
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FIRST TWO PHOTOS © WWF-PHILIPPINES   |   BOTTOM © PHOTO ALFREDO RUZOL / WWF

The WWF-Philippines National Youth Council (NYC),                      
established in 2016 as the organization’s youth arm, 
brought together eight young Filipinos to spread WWF's 
message of environmental conservation and bring pressing 
issues to the general consciousness of the Filipino youth 
while empowering them as they face vast environmental 
concerns.

TOTAL REACH

771,535 INDIVIDUALS
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

5,873 COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Provinces
Municipalities
Barangays

5
10
35

5,101 YOUTHS
Public Schools
Private Schools

13
5



OUTREACH

Project Partners and Beneficiaries Reach and Donors
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45 LGUs Assisted
Donsol
Palawan
Aborlan
Cagayancillo
Davao Gulf

Lagonoy Gulf
Mindoro Occidental
Abuan
Negros

1
6
1
1
10

15
6
1
4

5 NIPAs Sites Assisted
Tubbataha Reefs
Apo Reef
Iglit-Baco
Malampaya Sound
Davao Gulf

1
1
1
1
1

130,000 social media followers

6,000 Individual Donors







TOGETHER POSSIBLE

wwf.philippines wwf_philippines wwfphilippines

,

4th Floor JBD Plaza
#65 Mindanao Ave.
Barangay Bagong Pag-asa
Quezon City 1105 Philippines

Tel: +632 920 7923 / 7926 / 7931
Fax: +632 426 3927
Email: kkp@wwf.org.ph
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